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days, until they had learned to eat bread.    At length, under
the prevailing influence of our food, they slowly changed their
native hue, became as other children, and learned the English
speech.   Then, at the counsel of wise folk, they received the
sacrament of Holy Baptism; but the boy, who seemed the
younger, lived but a brief while after this, while his sister
throve and lived on, differing no whit from the girls of our
land.   The story goeth that she married afterwards at Lynn,
where she was said to be still living a few years since.    The
children, as soon as they learned our speech, were asked who
and whence they were, and are said to have answered; "We
are folk of St Martin's Land; for that is the chief saint among
us/   Being further asked where this land might be, and how
they had come among us, they made answer: " We know not;
this alone we remember, that one day we were feeding our
father's flock in the field, when we heard a great noise, such
as we hear now when all the bells at St Edmunds peal
together.  When, therefore, we were listening with all oiir ears
to this marvellous sound, suddenly we were rapt in the spirit
and found ourselves in your  harvest-field."    Being asked
whether men believed in Christ there, and whether the sun
rose, they said it was a Christian land, with churches of its
own; "but," said they, "no sun ariseth among us; never is
there open sunshine, but such a twilight as here forerunneth
his rising or followeth upon his setting.   Yet a land of light
is to be seen not far from ours, but severed therefrom by a
stream of great breadth."   These and many other things, too
long to repeat, they are said to have answered to the curious,
Let all men say what they will, and reason of this 3$ they
can; I for my part am not ashamed to have related this pro-
digious and marvellous event.
17     CLOUD-SHIPS
Gervase of Tilbury, Lc., cap. xm. p, 2. A heavy stone tomb of the kind
here described, dating from the late i4th.or early J5th century, may
still be seen in front of the porch of St Nicholas at Lynn, Iron door-
. bands in the rough form of an anchor ate very common on early church
doors: e.g, Sempringham (R. and J. A, Brandonj Analysts, vol U. plate 6)
- and the modern imitation at Iffley (S. door).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